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N June 27th our government 

announced the intervention of 

the United States in the Korean 
conflict. Once again our newspapers 
and magazines overflow with stories 
and pictures of American troops in 
action. War is once again raging, and 
once again the people of the world 
tremble with fear. One cannot help 
remember the Dicken's classical para- 
dox; “It was the best of times, it was 
the worst of times, it was the age of 
wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, 


Ekin pre Sai ca oe ee oe it was the epoch of belief, it was the 

Chords Metall a Bu eee 444 epoch of incredulity, it was the season 

of Light, it was the season of Darkness, 

SRS 5 ee On ene 447 it was the spring of hope, it was the 

: winter of despair, we had everything 

goes Smet are before us, we had nothing before us, 

Gordon Pratt Baker : 

we were all going to heaven, we were 

The Must of Faith all going the other way." . . . In short, 
Norman Nygaard the world seems all messed up. 

Lou Gospel Where is the purpose, where the 

Pade Minis Alle ideal, where the sanctuary? When life 

seems but a futile battering, when the 

Hifcctiations Johabsen uc. be 455 future seems but an abysmal sea, where 

4 is the home port? Where, but always! 

eri etet my Ae a 459 “God is our Refuge and Strength: a 

very present help in trouble.” We can 

POSIT) Ot Ee eee ee Oe el 465 but cry with the Psalmist, ‘‘My times are 

in Thy hands." Through God we must 

Buyers’ Guide en ae 466 prevent despair from obsessing our 


minds and thus cutting the will to con- 
structive action. 


A. G. Streich, Milwaukee, Wis. 
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The Failure 
of Protestant 


Theologians 


to Understand 
COMMUNISM 


PROF. ARTHUR VOOBUS 


HAT Protestant theologians have said 

and written about Communism consti- 

tutes a chapter in contemporary litera- 
ture the study of which makes sick and weary 
anyone who has confronted the Communists 
in actual fact. 

The answer to the 
question “What real- 
ly is the truth about 
Communism ?” de- 
pends upon whether 
Or not a man really 
wants to know the 
answer. The answer 
is available; but a 


Rev. Arthur Voobus, is a professor of 
Theology in the Chicago Lutheran Theo- 
logical Seminary, formerly of the Univer- 
sity of Tartu, and the Baltic University at 
Hamburg-Pinneberg, Germany. He is an 
Estonian, the tragedy of whose people is 
even now being played out on the 


realities which actually constitute the nature 
of Communism. 

This method does nothing to acquaint the 
student with the realities of Communism. It 
can, indeed, satisfy a certain type of intellect- 
ual; but a Christian whose opinions and de- 
cisions are born in 
the spirit of truth 
and responsibility 
must operate differ- 


ently. He must re- 
member that theory 
and practice, credo 


and life, have unfor- 
tunately often noth- 
ing in common. 


perusal of the almost 
unlimited speculation 
in which Christian 
teachers have per- 
mitted themselves to 
indulge, opens before 
the observer an in- 
credible superficiality. 

There are two chief 
errors which domi- 
mate this literature. 


boundary of the Soviet State. For some 
thirty years Dr. Voobus has seen with his 
own eyes much which has transpired 
beyond that boundary, in Russia. As a 
refugee for years, he has closely associ- 
ated with hundreds of thousands of other 
refugees from Russian Communism. Hence, 
he comes not from a circle of theorists, 
but from living involvement with Com- 
munism, which he says “quite takes the 
lightness and laughter away.” Dr. Voobus 
writes with the pen of authority. Eds. 


What, indeed, have 
the theories and pro- 
grams of Commu- 
nism in common with 
its real substance? I 
have read a statement 
of the present leader 
of the Communist 
state which is often 
used as a _ motto: 
“One must bestow 


Bs theologians and 
ers who have con- 
cerned themselves 
vith Communism, ex- 
licitly and almost exclusively, discuss the 
yritings of Marx, Lenin, Stalin, and other 
evolutionary theoreticians. They describe and 
di dialectical materialism, the nature and 
history of the Communist movement, its pro- 
rams and the constitution of the Soviet state. 

ed upon this material the writers have been 
able to invent such judgments as “Christendom 
s right in doctrine, but Marxism in practice.” 
Their concern is concentrated solely upon theo- 
etical questions. They enter into discussion of 
ll ideas and problems suggested by Com- 
ist sources—and at the same time have 
attention drawn away from the facts and 


care upon human be- 
ings as upon flowers.” 
; What has such a 
phrase in common with the actuality, — an in- 


fernal life where millions and millions perish — 


like flies? The confident programs and the 
suave constitution of the Soviet State contain 
beautifully formulated proclamations about 
liberty of conscience, personality, religion, and 
other values. The constitution is even so 

eral that it contains a clause that the member 
states of the Soviet Union have freedom to 
separate from Soviet Russia. But what have 
these phrases and words in common with the 
terrible reality—that nobody can from 
this prison! 
phrases about the 


protection of the interests 
of the working classes! 


The state that talks 


thus is a brutally ruthless employer that has _ ; 
ha - 


Or all the beautiful words and 


robbed of right and privilege the whole of a 
people, and has subsumed all things under the 
state itself. The Communist State punishes 
every attempt of the worker to demand even 
the most primary right. Moreover it con- 
siders every attempt at protest a counter-revo- 
lutionary attack, and exterminates with cruelty 
everyone who has the temerity even to speak 
about these things. 

A certain caution towards words and phrases 
is always important, but particularly urgent in 
the understanding of Communism. Here we 
must take into consideration a very important 
fact—that it belongs to the very tactics of 
Communism that promises as beautiful as 
dreams are carefully and self-consciously used 
in order to cover up a grandiose mechanism 
of deception. This highly sophisticated and 
completely self-conscious use of words to hide 
from the reader the actual aims and plans of 
Communism, has been brought to a monu- 
mental science in. their declarations and ad- 
vettisements. The real aim of this literature 
is to delude the mind and weaken the resist- 
ance of the chosen victims. The same tactics 
are used everywhere. 

Therefore, woe to us if we do not face the 
fact that in actual practice this state preaches 
freedom and organizes slavery, preaches pros- 
petity and produces poverty, speaks of happi- 
ness and creates hell, proclaims peace and pre- 
pares for war! 

It should be understood that the very exist- 
ence of elements of truth in Communism con- 
stitutes an illusory facade behind which its 
diabolical character is hidden. Falsehood be- 
comes covered by truth, as it were, so that the 
false appears in the attractive dress of the 
true. The New Testament reckons with the 
fact that falsehood can be so skillfully hidden 
that it can be made to appear convincing. 
Moreover, even believers can fall into this de- 
ception because a wolf in the skin of a sheep 
is not easily recognized. Therefore for every 
such situation which confronts the church 
there is a warning in the clear and long vision 
of the church’s Lord. He warned His people 
to be not naively deceived but cautiously to 
the examine, scrutinize and search, remem- 

ering always that the greatest deception 

chooses the mask of the most facile truth. Our 
Lord thas given one touchstone which is al- 
ways valid, “Ye shall know them by their 
fruits.” This is the only criterion. 

When we confront the realities of Com- 
munism, we shall realize that the statements 
of Communist theoreticians have no longer 
any meaning. 

It is a pity that this has been completely 


_ Page 438 


overlooked by many Protestant Christian writ 
ers. Everyone who knows anything of Com 
munism is shocked, for such writings give evi 
dence of an incredible superficiality on the 
part of those within Protestant Christianity 
who address themselves to the quest for the 
truth and reality of Communism. 

It is not hard to understand that Nicola: 
Berdyaev, a Russian theologian in exile, wh« 
has called upon Russian exiles in Paris for co 
operation with the Communists, has praisec 
Communism. But such a pro-Communist atti 
tude cannot easily be understood when 1 
occurs among non-Russian theologians, where 
we should expect a broader responsibility anc 
a more objective criticism of these questions 
It is incomprehensible that so many theo 
logians and other Christian writers have vital 
ly contributed to the creation of the illusior 
about Communism. Many have tried to show 
that Communism is the most Christian form 
of society that has yet appeared, far more s 
than the society under the protection of whick 
they freely write; or they have pictured it in 
harmless dress and given it a respectable ap: 
pearance. Everyone who knows the realities 
and studies this large literature, must be per. 
plexed by such incredible childishness and ir 
responsible handling of the truth. As an illus: 
tration of this uncritical spirit and light-mind. 
ed attitude of Christian writers, some fey 
pearls may be quoted: 

“I think He (that is, Christ) would ap: 
prove the prison system of the Soviet prison: 
without walls, without revenge, without stig 
ma, where inmates are free to run away, but 
do not.”—E. Stanley Jones. 

In a book with the attractive title: ““Christias 
Leadership in a World Society,’ we read the 
following curious passage: 

“There has arisen on the borders of Europe 
and in the heart of Asia a great and nev 
nation—Russia—with such ample lands anc 


natural resources that-she has no need of ag 


gtession against any. She is a natural ally of 
nonaggression and peace. In any effort t 
organize imperialism into economic and politi 
cal freedom and progress Russia would nx 
doubt be a most willing and helpful associate 
She has written and respects a constitutior 
which makes discrimination on account o: 


_ face or color a crime, and, even in her youth 


has given a demonstration of constructive rela 
tions to racial and religious minorities whic 
is inspiting for the world to look upon . . .’ 
—Justin Wroe Nixon and Winthrop Stil 
Hudson. = 
The next, whose childishness has been usec 
(See page 463) 


ONE WORLD 


ARMISTICE 


JOHN W. McKELVEY 


The Political Impasse of Our World 


OTHING is more tragic from the stand- 
point of history, particularly the history 
of the past quarter century, than the fact 

that we must ask ourselves even now this simple 
question, “How shall we achieve one world?” 
This question will not be answered by the 
anthropologist who says, “Why, we already 
have one world. The human race is one in 
blood and one in evolutionary origin.” It will 
not be answered by the scientist who says, 
“Why, certainly, the world is one; geograph- 
icaily it is united into a single sphere by means 
of intercontinental communication through 
radio, telephone, and airliner.”” Nor will this 
question be answered by the political strategist 
who says, ‘The world has got to be one, else 
why did we fight two world war’s and why 
bother with the United Nations, the Marshall 
Plan, or any other world-embracing concepts 
of compassion or recovery?” 

Notwithstanding the elements of truth 
involved in all these answers, there is not a 
single person who reads the papers and listens 
daily to the newscasts who does not know that 
as yet we have not achieved one world, one 
world in the sense of mankind striving with 
One increasing purpose and one creative view- 
point after the Four Freedoms for every last 
man, woman, and child on the face of the 
whole earth. The question, therefore, insistent- 
ly cries out for an answer. 

It is no adequate answer to say we shall 
achieve one world by establishing world gov- 
srnment. If the answer lies in world govern- 
ment, then the question becomes, ‘How shall 


we achieve world government?’’ It will hardly 


be 


enough to say, as Robert St. John is reported 
fo have said “world government is the only 
ternative to the collapse of civilization in 
World War III.” 
Cogent as his five reasons may be with 
gard to the absurdity of future wars, anyone 
see that these reasons properly reframed 
ply to all wars, and that if they did not 
ive us to the alternative of world govern- 
ent in the past, they are not likely to do so 
qow or in the immediate future. 
The reason for this failure is apparent in 
e story of the young schoolteacher who was 
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telling her class one day the fable of the lamb 
that had strayed from the flock and been eaten 
by a wolf. ‘You see,” she said, “had the 
lamb been obedient and stayed in the flock, it 
would not have been eaten by the wolf, 
would it?” 

“No, ma’am,” answered a little boy, “We 
would have eaten it.” 

Well, you say, “why not? We have no 
conscience in this matter.” Precisely. Those 
who decline to eat meat do so for conscience's 
sake, and whether we agree with them or not, 
we do realize that conscience is a matter of 
spiritual considerations. 

By the same token, we are arrived at the 
place where we now see that until we develop 
a healthy conscience regarding war and a 
united world, we are never going to be driven 
to the alternative, namely world government, 
and that until we build world government on 
spiritual considerations and moral values we 
will never reach the goal of one world. 

Will Durant is very emphatic about our 
predicament in today’s world. He says, “We 
are spiritual pygmies in gigantic frames.” If- 
this characterization of our human ego is not 
enough to awaken us to our plight, then by 
-way of contrast let me suggest the one sound 
and effectual way out of our world debacle, 
namely the achievement of one world by the 
preeminent achievement of spiritual integrity 
the moral righteousness. 


Spiritual Integrity and Moral Righteousness 


It is not just coincidental that President 
Truman recently underscored what I am saying. 
“Every problem in the world today could be 
solved if men would only live by the prin-: 
ciples of the ancient prophets and the Sermon 
on the Mount. But, religion is like freedom— 
we cannot take it for granted. Man—to be 
free—must work at it, and man—to be truly © 
religious—must work at that, too. Unless men 
live by their faith, and practice that faith in 


their daily lives, religion cannot be a living oe 


force in the world today.” 
This inspired statement from the head of our 
nation brings us directly to the words of Jesus | 
which give in profound and adequate expres- 
sion the main answer to our question about 
achieving one world: “I have given them (my 
followers) the glory thou hast given me, that F 
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they may be one as we are one.” To understand 
these words is to do more than exercise our 
intellect; it is to “fear the Lord,’ that is, to 
acknowledge His overshadowing sovereignty 
and to desire His unseen presence, which is 
wisdom, “‘and to depart from evil,” which is 
understanding. 

What is “the glory’ which Jesus first re- 
ceived, you enquire, and then imparted to His 
followers in the world? The French com- 
mentator Godet has succinctly described it as 
the “glory of becoming by faith what Jesus 
Himself was essentially.’ And what was Jesus 
essentially? you ask. He was obedient to His 
Father’s will, not arrogant and self-sufficient; 
brotherly with all sorts of human creatures, not 
class-conscious and bigoted; spiritual-minded, 
an eternal Soul ‘‘with a body,’ as Peter char- 
acterizes Him in Lloyd Douglas’s THE BIG 
FISHERMAN, not a materialist and atheist; 
the progenitor and exemplar of a Kingdom 
whose ethic was rooted in the clean heart and 
the soul not lifted up to vanity and whose 
values were basically the fruits of the spirit 
namely, love, joy, peace, long suffering, tem- 
perance, honesty and unsordid selflessness. If 
these avail, though nothing else, life is worth 
while. 

Jesus affirms in this statement that when 
men, regardless of race, nation or station, 
realize what it is which He has given them and 
made possible for them to become, they will 
also discover their unity one with the other 
and find themselves suddenly capable of living 
creatively and consciously in one world. The 
surety of success, Jesus goes on to say, lies in 
the fact that ‘they will be one as Thou and I 
ate one,” which means that as God lives in 
Christ so Christ lives in each believer, and the 
end is victory for them that believe in the 
highest and best moral and spiritual values of 
the soul. 


The Achievement of the Spirit 


The import of all this is obvious to us the 
moment we try to get our bearings in the con- 
fusion arising out of the current tensions be- 
tween democratic and communist nations. It 
has been highlighted by Bishop Oxnam. The 
burden of what he says is summed up in a 
quote from the Lambeth Conference: ‘‘Com- 

-munism has to be outlived, not merely out- 
fought.” 

The Bishop concludes by saying: ‘“Wherever 


Protestantism has gone, the Scriptures have 


been widely distributed. And with the free 
mind, free-education and the democratic way, 
the free community developed . . . Protestan- 
tism, by insuring the free mind, has made 
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stone of Downington. 


people ready to withstand the impact of sys- 
tems of the unfree mind. Because it strikes 
the shackles from the minds of men Protestan- 
tism strengthens the soul to resist communism 

. . Protestantism calls for a society at once 
free and moral, democratic and just.” 

Lest any among us becomes puffed up with 
unjustified contempt of communism or immod- 
est conceit about the priceless contribution our 
Protestant faith has made and is making to 
the building of adequate spiritual foundations 
for the ultimate achievement of one world, 
suppose we ask ourselves if all is as it should 
be within us, both as individuals and as a 
nation? Unless we are spiritually dead and 
strangely blinded to the grievous confusion 
of life about us, we know only too well that 
all is not as it should be. 

Not only social injustice, which Arnold 
Toynbee labels as the Achilles’ heel of our con- 
temporary civilization, but there is also rampant 
in our living and thinking a gross materialism, 
a ruthless though veiled tendency to totalitar- 
ianism, and an inglorious surrender to such 
age-old sins as alcohol and race-consciousness. 
The presence of these evils in the midst of our 
life-and-death struggle with the dark forces 
epitomized in communism reminds us that if 
we are to outlive the powers and principalities 
of darkness, coralled on the other side of the 
Iron curtain, we will have to uproot and re- 
place the moral evils affecting our society by 
deliberate and strenuous effort along lines of 
positive and redemptive living. Just how we 
can accomplish anything along these lines is 
revealed by way of example in the thrilling 
experience of Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. John- 


Their son, Private Robert Johnstone, was 
killed by the Japanese on the island of Luzon. 
Before his death he had told his parents that 
he believed the major cause of wars was the 


~ lack of understanding between nations. When 


word came that he had-been killed in action, 
his parents decided to use the insurance benefits 
to set up a scholarship for a Japanese boy to 
study in America. = 

Robert Yukiamasa Nishiyama, a kamikaze 
pilot who was saved from suicidal death by 
the sudden end of the war, read about the 
Johnstone scholarship in the Army newspaper, 
THE STARS AND STRIPES. He didn’t 
think they would give it to an ex-kamikaze, but 
he was peice by his wife to apply. He was 
accepted and now has been studying for over 
a year at Lafayette College. When he said 
good-bye to his wife and two-year-old 


daughter, Nishiyama was somewhat afraid. He 
felt he might encounter hostility in America, 


tf 


Instead, he writes, he has made’ friends easily 
and found nothing but friendship, even from 
veterans who lived through the Pacific War. 
“In America,” he says, ‘I have found so much 
open-handedness, the desire to make friends 
and make a stranger feel at home.” 

Bruce Johnstone, younger brother of the 
soldier whose death started Nishiyama on his 
way to the discovery of life, lived above race- 
consciousness, sordid materialism and futile 
vindictiveness, is also a sophomore at Lafayette, 
and Nishiyama’s best friend. They often talk 
about Bob Johnstone, and his vision in seeing 
a solution to the vicious disunity of mankind. 
“I am the beneficiary of this vision,’ Nishi- 
yama states. “Now in my second year as a 
student resident of the United States, I know 
that Bob was right. His legacy to me was the 
light. I would like my epitaph to be that Bob 


Johnstone, who died and gave me this chance 
to see how the other half of the world lives, 
did not die entirely in vain.” 

Jesus said: “The glory which thou gavest 
me I have given Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. John- 
stone and Robert Yukiamasa Nishiyama; that 
they may be one, even as we are one: I in 
them, and thou in me, that they may be made 
perfect in one.’ Whether we can fathom the 
mystery of it or not, the poet was dead right: 


For not with swords loud clashing, 
Nor roll of stirring drums; 

With deeds of love and mercy, 
The heavenly kingdom comes. 


Whether we understand the process and the 
means to the end, this is the way we shall 
arrive at the goal where nations shall learn war 
no more and the way whereby we shall achieve 
one world. 
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THE BIBLE AND OUR NATION 


Universal Bible Sunday 


JOHN H. JOHANSEN 


Text: “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, 
that I might not sin against Thee.” Psalm 
119:11. 


OU may judge a nation, as you may 
judge an individual, by its favorite 
books. A nation’s ideals can be traced 
as surely to the literature upon which is has 
been nourished, as a man’s character can be 
understood from the books which he chooses 
to read. 
_ About the middle of the last century there 
Was no singer better known in this country or 
abroad, than Jenny Lind, “the Swedish Night- 
gale.” She possessed a voice of rare brilliance 
and sympathetic quality, and her appearance 
in opera and on the concert stage created scenes 
of extraordinary enthusiasm. She was sweet as 
her voice and pure as her song. She was a 
sublic sensation and her name was on every 


one could understand her action and the world 
wondered. One day a reporter called at her 
home and put the oft-repeated question to 
her: “Why did you retire from the theatre 
when the world was at your feet?” She was 
itting by an open window with a Bible on 


First Moravian Church 
ow Philadelphia, Ohio 
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her knee and gazing out toward the setting 
sun as the question was put to her. To the 
reporter’s question she quietly replied, “When 
every day it made me think less and less of 
this,” and she laid her hand on the Bible, 
“and nothing at all of that,” and she pointed 
to the glowing sunset, “what else could I do?” 
The great singer knew the ‘things by which 
men live, and wholly therein is the life of the 
spirit.” 

The Bible is not only a book for men to > 
live by, but it has given strength and courage 
and indestructible confidence to a whole peo- 
ple. This was true of England. J. R. Green 
in his ‘“A Short History of the English Peo- 
ple,” pictures soberly and objectively the in- 
fluence of the Bible on the character of the 
British people. Writing on the age of the 
Puritans, he says: 


“No greater moral change ever passed over a 
nation than passed over England during the years 
which parted the middle of the reign of Eliza- 
beth from the meeting of the Long Parliament. 
England became the people of a book, and that 
book was the Bible. It was as yet the one Eng- 
lish book which was familiar to every English- 
man; it was read at churches and read at home, 
and everywhere its words, as they fell on ears 
which custom had not deadened by their force 
and beauty, kindled a startling enthusiasm... 
The whole temper of the nation was changed. Sipe 
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A new conception of life and of man superseded 
the old. A new moral and religious impulse 
spread through every class.” 


A little more than fifty years ago the Bible 
could be found on the table in the living-room 
of most houses in America. It is not there 
now, the Sears-Roebuck catalog has displaced 
it, and Walter Winchell and Drew Pearson 
have become our national oracles. In that 
change something precious has died in the na- 
tional soul and we are strangely impoverished. 
It is significant that a recent Parliamentary 
committee in Britain reported thus: “‘As the 
practice of teading the Bible, regularly and 
religiously, at home has decreased, by so much 
has the nation deliberately impoverished itself.” 

Think for a moment or two of the wonder- 
ful story of the English Bible. It began with 
English literature in the rough poetic para- 
phrases of Caedmon, far back in those grim 
Saxon times when the Christian faith had just 
been brought to the shores of the British 
Isles. It struggled in infancy when the Vener- 
able Bede lay dying at Jarrow, as he dictated 
to a disciple the last words of the Gospel of 
St. John in Anglo-Saxon. It slowly gathered 
strength in the efforts of men like King 
Alfred, Archbishop Aelfric, and others, who 
from time to time translated the Psalms and 
other passages into the language of the people. 

The fourteenth century saw the heroic effort 
of John Wycliffe, to give the nation a version 
which he made from the Latin Vulgate, as a 
thanks for which, he was called by Archbishop 
Arundel, ‘‘a pestilent wretch, the son of the 
old Sergent, the forerunner of Antichrist, who 
had completed his iniquity by inventing a new 
translation of the Scriptures.” 

Not until that wonderful age which fol- 

lowed upon the fall of Constantinople in 
1453, and the revival of learning which gave 
the’ impulse, and the invention of printing 
which made the opportunity, do we find an 
English Bible in the hands of English read- 
ets as a whole. As we look at William Tyn- 
dale’s New Testament we remember his vow, 
redeemed in years of labor which ended in 
martyrdom in a foreign land, that ‘“‘ere many 
years he would cause a boy that driveth the 
plough to know more of the Scripture’ than 
the monk to whom he was speaking. In 
“poverty, exile, and bitter absence from my 
- friends,” as he wrote, we follow him to Ham- 
burg, and Worms, and Antwerp, pursued by 
the restless hate of a priesthood which feared 
the light that he sought to kindle, smuggling 
_ his New Testament into England in bales of 
- merchandise, and petseveting in spite of bon- 
fires in which they were burned; until at last, 
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having done his work, he was strangled anc 
burned at the stake at Vilvorde in 1536. 

William Tyndale was the true father of the 
English Bible, and all the many versions thai 
have followed his have only been completec 
and reviséd versions of the noble translatior 
which he made in loneliness and exile. Miles 
Coverdale, Rogers, Taverner, Cranmer, and the 
Genevan exiles, these all had their part with 
Tyndale, in making the English people “< 
people of one book, and that book the Bible,” 
and that led to the formation of the company 
of scholars who gave to the world in 1611 
the peerless version of the Bible known as 
the Authorized Version, or King James Ver- 
sion of the Bible. 

Many books have been written about the 
fact that the.English Bible is the supreme 
classic of the English race, that it has been 
from “‘that pure well of English undefiled,” 
that the authors of the best in our English 
literature have drawn their inspiration. Milton, 
Shakespeare, Spencer, and Chaucer, echo its 
teachings; from Cowper to Wordsworth, from 
Coleridge to Tennyson, the Bible has been the 
main fountain of all great literature, poetry 
and prose. : 

But, great and important as this aspect of 
our English Bible is, we cannot forget that it 
is only secondary. What is it, after all, that 
makes our Bible so precious, and gives it its 
marvellous power and interest? What, after 
all, is the soul of the book, and makes it a 
spring of regeneration and a power for righte- 
ousness? Certainly not its literary beauty nor 
its wealth of poetry and history, nor the fact 
that it is the noblest monument of the 
English language. It is rather that in its pages 
we can “hear Christ speak to us in our mother- 
tongue.” The Bible is not merely a great 
national classic; it is the Book of God. This 
is the great distinctive fact about it; it en- 
shrines the story of what God has done for 
man’s salvation. It is-not a mere challenge 
to our interest, but a message to our faith; 
not a standard of culture, but an unveiling 
of holiness; not a book merely to instruct and 
elevate, but a book to save; not wealth for our 
aesthetic enjoyment, but good news of redemp- 
tion from our sins; no mere literature of 
humanity, but a revelation of God. As we 
think of it today it points us beyond Wycliffe 
and Tyndale and the translators of 1611, to 
God the Father, God the Saviour, God the 
Revealer — the God in whose hand are we and 
the whole human race. aj 
- Depend upon it, we cannot forget thi 
without loss, fatal loss, both to our individ 

(See page 


The Exp si 


pas 


The Editors Columns 
ay 


The Hard Road to Peace 


OR the first time in history a world 

organization for peace has called upon its 

member-nations to use force to stop ag- 
gression. This, as Mr. Clifley has said, will 
do more to prevent another world war ‘than 
anything else that can be imagined.’ 

- “We hate war with a perfect hatred, we are 
propaganda-proof to that extent. We are a 
peaceful people — the love of peace is in all 
our hearts, and we have no hatred against any 
people. There is no sacrifice, save honor and 
our democratic way of life, that we would not 
make to bring about a world in which all men 
trust each other and every community enjoys 
prosperity. It is a terrible calamity that war 
should be the only way to peace. 

“Peace is the desire of our hearts, but it is 
not the greatest thing in the world. We love 
the quiet life, but we love justice more. We 
love it enough to defend it for others as well 
as for ourselves, and by justice we mean fair 
dealing, — the right use of power. 

“This is the concern of all free men, and 
there is something every one of us can do 
about it, we can pray. Prayer is not a charm 
and it is not magic. When God created this 
universe with its interplay of forces, He made 
provision for prayer-force. Prayer is not an 
intrusion — it does not act independently — it 
co-operates with other forces. If it be said 
that you cannot win a war by prayer, I agree; 
but then, you cannot win a war with tanks 
and planes and shells and battleships. Prayer 
is not a substitute for effort—it is a force 
that works in conjunction with effort. 
"Through prayer we can open channels 
through which the power of God may flow. 

cannot be true that God is reluctant to 

ipower the cause that is right. But it does 
eem true that Divine energies are released 
our praying and that there are situations 
the world in which that release of energy 
in proportion to the intensity of our desire. 
ayer is the expression of the soul’s sincere 
ires. 
“As we persist in prayer we ate made fit 
have our prayers answered. I feel that God 
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is saying to us: ‘You only want peace — you 
want danger removed so that you can go on 
undisturbed in your own way. I want a new 
world in which unselfish brotherhood can be 
established and co-operation between nations 
become real.’ ‘Continue steadfastly in prayer,’ 
says St. Paul. Moffatt translates it, ‘maintain 
your zest for prayer.’ I beseech you to “Stick 
to your prayer’!”—C, Irving Benson, Mel- 
bourne, Australia. 


The Danger of a Vacuum 


EOPLE everywhere are asking questions. 
“What is wrong with our age?” “Why 
are we so dissatisfied?’’ “Who can find 

a solution for our ills?” 

Answers to the questions are readily given, 
whether they are accepted or not. The age 
has drifted from morality and righteousness. 
Men in their greed, seek to wrest from others 
what they have. The generation back of us 
had good intentions, but something was lack- 
ing. This can be illustrated by recalling some 
things that have happened. A global war 
was fought with high ideals and victory came 
to us. Europe’s people were left desolate. 
There was a great vacuum in material things 
and in ideals. That vacuum invited a strange 
ideology, Communism, to enter. The leaders 
did not fill the vacuum. There were idle 
hands and empty hearts, but we seemed im- 
potent to give people work and worship. The 
lesson is apparent. To bring peace to the 
world there must be more than victory on the 
battlefield. Spiritual victory is necessary. 

The parable of the empty soul that Jesus 
gave merits a restudy today. The danger of 
a negative virtue is always apparent. “Nature 
abhors a vacuum.” Constructive programs 
must follow a war, a crusade to rid the com- 
munity of evil. Loving service must follow 
repentance. Herein the church must serve, 
with al] of its ministry, to the whole life of 
man.—W. Franklin Harkey. 


Humility is the basis of all virtue, and he who is: 
the most humble builds the safest —Bailey. nol 
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Communion Service 

The following Service of Holy Communion 
was administered by Dr. Frank S. Hickman, 
Pastor of Duke University Church, (Interde- 
nominational), Durham, N. C. 


Order of Service 


OrGAN—Rhosymedre....R. Vaughan Walliams 
Adore te devote........ Everett Titcomb 
CALL TO WorsHip—Holy, Holy, Holy 
(Kedushah) Max Spicker 
HyMN—The King of Heaven His Table 
Spreadstean iy 624 2. eek eae eee 
(Dundee (French) ) 


The King of heaven His table spreads,’ 
And blessings crown the board; 

Not paradise, with all its joys, 
Could such delight afford. 


Pardon and peace to dying men, 
And endless life are given, 

Thro’ the rich blood that Jesus shed 
To raise our souls to heaven. 


Millions of souls, in glory now, 
Were fed and feasted here; 

And millions more, still on the way, 
Around the board appear. 


All things are ready, come away, 
Nor weak excuses frame; 
Come to your places at the feast, 
And bless the Founder’s Name. Amen. 
—Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751. 


PRAYER—(In preparation for the Holy Com- 
munion). (Congregation seated) 


The Minister will lead the Congregation in the 
Collect and General Confession. 


THE CoLLecT— 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the in- 
spiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love Thee, and worthily magnify Thy Holy Name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

Then shall the minister say— 

Ye who do truly and earnestly repent of your 
sins, and are in love and charity with your neigh- 
bors, and intend to lead a new life, following the 
commandments of God, and walking from hence- 
forth in His holy ways: Draw near with faith, 
and take this holy Sacrament to your comfort; and 
make your humble confession to Almighty God. 
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The General Confession— 
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 


Maker of all things, Judge of all men; we 
acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and 
wickedness, which we, from time to time, most 


grievously have committed, by thought, word, and 
deed, against Thy Divine Majesty, providing most 
justly Thy wrath and indignation against us. 

We do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry 
for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them 
is grievous unto us; the burden of them is in- 
tolerable. 

Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most 
merciful Father, for Thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's 
sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we 
may ever hereafter serve and please Thee in new- 
ness of life, to the honor and glory of Thy Name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then shall the minister say— 


Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of all 
thy great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to 
all those who with hearty repentance and true faith 
turn unto Thee, have mercy upon us; pardon and 
deliver us from all our sins, confirm and strengthen 
us in all goodness, and bring us to everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM—O Holy Jesus......Lvoff-Grant 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE—(Congregation and Choir) 

(Praise God From Whom all Blessings Flow:—) 
COMMUNION MEDITATION—‘‘Lest the Dolors Fade!” 

by Dr. Harold A. Bosley, Preacher to the Uni- 

versity. 
Reception of Afhliate Members— 


PRAYER— 
HymMN—'‘Blest Be the Tie That Binds (Dennis) 
a SS ese oa rng) YE pave. iNageli-Masem 
ADMINISTRATION of the Holy Communion— 
(Congregation Seated) 
THE MINISTER: The Lord be with you. 
CONGREGATION: And with thy spirit. 
THE MINISTER: Lift up your hearts. 
CONGREGATION: We lift them up unto the Lord. 
THE eres Let us give thanks unto the Lorc 
God. 5 
CONGREGATION: It is meet and right so to do. 


THE MINISTER: It is very meet, right, and outs 
bounden. duty, that we should at all times, and ir 
all places, give thanks unto Thee, O Lord, Hol} 
Father, Almighty, Everlasting God. Therefore witt 
Angels and Archangels, and with all the company 
of~heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name 
evermore praising Thee, and saying, (Choir sing 
ing) Holy, Holy, Holy Lord of Hosts .. . 
THE MINISTER: Let us pray (facing the Hol} 
Table he offers the Prayer of Consecration). : 
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Expositor Advertiser Honored . . 


CARILLONIC BELLS 


selected for National Evening Hymn Memorial Carillon 


AT ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY 
“While these Bells ring, Safely Rest. Freedom Lives!” 


So reads the Memorial Tablet commemorating this gift of a mighty electronic Carillon from the American 
Veterans of World War Il to the people of the United States. 

Expositor advertiser Schulmerich Electronics, Inc., are greatly honored that ‘‘Carillonic Bells’’ have 
been accepted by President Truman, The Congress, and other Government bodies for this soul-stirring 


memorial. 


; The ever-increasing number of ‘“*Carillonic Bell’ instruments providing vibrant “‘Living Memorials” 
in churches, universities, and public locations throughout the world, testfy to the musical and mechanical 


superiority of this product. 


THE Lorp’s PRAYER. (Then shall the Lord’s 
Prayer be sung, as the officiating minister first re- 
ceives the Holy Communion himself, and proceeds 
to deliver the same to all other ministers present 
in life, manner, and after that he shall administer 
Communion to the congregation saying—) 

The Body of-our Lord Jesus Christ, which was 

given for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto 
everlasting life. Take and eat this in remembrance 
that Christ died for thee, and feed on him in thy 
heart by faith, and with thanksgiving. (Upon de- 
livering the cup he shall say—) 
_ The Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was 
shed for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto ever- 
lasting life. Drink this in remembrance that Christ's 
blood was shed for thee, and be thankful. 

PRAYER—(of thanksgiving and dedication) 

_ The Gloria in Excelsis—(Congregation and Choir 
standing) 
: THE MINISTER— 

The peace of God, which passeth all understand- 
ng, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 
d love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 
ord,. and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst 
ou, and remain with you always. j 
SPONSE BY CHoIR—Threefold Amen......-..- Danish 
RGAN—Largo from“ Xerxes’'2-.-.-1..-2----+--.-- 


N ovember, 1950 


Guide For Asbestos Products 


A handy guide to the uses and methods of 
applying asbestos building materials will in- 
terest many Expositor readers who have build- 
ing projects under way, whether these projects 
are parsonages, schools, fellowship halls, Sun- 
day School buildings, or merely expansion 
plans. 

Asbestos building materials include— 

Roofing 
Siding 
Corrogated Sheeting 
Flat Sheet Sheeting 
preferred for many uses because of their in- 
combustibility, durability, and general low 
» maintenance costs. The guide, ‘The Asbestos- 
Cement Products Reference Book” may be ob- 
tained without charge by writing to the 
Asbestos-Cement Products Association 
509 Madison Avenue 
New York 22, New York 
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Vocational Opportunities 
In the Christian Church Field 


Taking its cue from a Technical Institute 
‘Job Opportunities Display,” a Church Feder- 
ation in Pennsylvania supervised the planning 
of a “Vocational Opportunities Institute’ by 
young people of the area, in order to empha- 
size the need for Christian workers in all 
phases of Christian Church and Religious Edu- 
cation work. 

The motto for the planning committee was 
“keep it practical!’ Bearing in mind that 
training is required for such work, as in any 
other field of endeavor, the plan included a 
list of available training centers for religious 
workers, the costs involved for materials, tui- 
tion, and living while attending training 
courses; emphasis was, however, placed on 
practical exhibits and information on actual 
“jobs” in the field,— 


What are the opportunities ? 
What is the actual job? 
What are the training requirements? 
What salaries are paid? 
Who pays the workers? 
Living conditions on location? 
Cooperation received on the job? 
Is musical training an asset? 
Is technical training an asset? 
How do Missionaries get their appointments ? 
Under whose supervision do they work? 
Basic qualifications required for appointments 
as— 
Religious Education workers? 
Assistant Pastor? 
Parish Visitor? 
Church Secretary? 
Sunday School Superintendent? 
Home Missions field? 
Foreign Missions field? 


Questions were invited through local papers, 
bulletins, the radio, and area ministers, speak- 
ing from their pulpits. 

Statistics indicate that the majority of young 
people who enter the field of Christian ser- 
vice, whether as pastors or lay-workers, re- 
ceive encouragement and inspiration for such 
dedication from their local Christian contacts. 


Flooring Association 
Offers “Don’t Booklets” 


As an aid to Builders, Committees, Con- 


tractors, and Workmen, the Maple Flooring. 


Manufacturers’ Association, Suite 548, Pure 
Oil Building, Chicago, Ill, has printed a 


small red “Don’t”? folder listing six precau- 


tions to be taken in handling flooring material 
on the job. Another intended to aid the re- 
tail lumber dealer in handling operations may 
be had free, like the “Don’t folder,” by writ- 
ing to the association at the above address. 
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Bible Teaching and 
Sunday School Helps 


The unceasing demand for practical Teacher 
as well as Class. helps in building spiritual 
stamina in this day of uncertainty has brought 
to the editor’s desk many items which merit 
examination on the part of pastors and the 


teachers— 

The Snowden-Douglass Sunday School Lessons for 
1951, edited by Earl L. Douglass, $2.50, 478 p., 
Macmillan, based on the Uniform Series, with a 
chapter for each Sunday of the year, will provide 
comprehensive material for class leaders, includ- 
ing questions based on the specific lesson of the 
day, and suggested additional reading. 

Peloubet’s Commentary on the International Lesson 
Series for 1951, edited by Wilbur M. Smith, $2.75, 
Wilde, is welcomed by pastors, teachers and stu- 
dents annually. 

Teacher’s Handbook for Weekday Church-School 
Text, by Blanche Hoke, entitled “The Story of 
Jesus,” published by The Judson Press, 200 p., 
$2.00, is identified as a unit in “The Cooperative 
Series.” The one before the writer is for grades 
3 and 4. Ask to see it at your book dealers. 

Bible Lessons for Juniors, Old Testament, Book 1, 
by Andrew Van Der Veer, Baker Book House, 
88 p., 75c, or $7.50 a dozen, is one of a series 
of practical books,each book contains 28 lessons, 
—dquestions that will keep your class alert, oral 
exercises, written exercises, thought stimulators, 
all related to the actual Bible lesson, read by 
and with the class. 

Beginning at Jerusalem, (a Bethany Bible Course) 
is one of a series in pamplet form, 96 p., ar-. 
ranged for 13 lessons, and includes suggestions 
for additional reading, and visual helps. No 
price given. 

The Life of Jesus, in pictures to color, 32-p., 84% x 
1i inches, 25c, Standard Publishing Co. May be 
ordered in Book 1 and Book 2, and are suitable 
for gifts, especially at Christmas time, as well as 
lower grade class use. These books might well 
be made available to every parent who has small 
children. ———— 


Freedom to Preach Best Gift of U.S. 
to Hungarian Preacher 


A Hungarian clergyman, arriving from 
Germany some weeks back, to become pastor 
of First Hungarian Baptist Church, 350 Austin 
Street, Buffalo, N. Y., said: 

“My most cherished possession in your 
country will be the unlimited freedom to 
preach the word of God.” 

The pastor, Rev. John Lehmann, 29 years 
of age, of Budapest, accompanied by his wife,” 
told a reporter of the Buffalo Evening News, 
of the reunion with his wife and both their 
parents in the French Zone of Occupation, and 
said, “I am thankful to be able to come to 
America and I see the opportunity as the 
hand of God at work. I intend to preach the’ 
Gospel as it is found in the Bible. What is 
needed most is real Christianity—a Christianity 
that is lived as well as preached.” 


Ay 


The He beside 


~ , 


Text: Luke 19:3: ... be sought to see Jesus 
who he was; and could not for the press, 
because he was little of stature. 


ACCHAEUS faced a problem. He had 

to overcome the limitations which he 

could not change. There was no pos- 
sible way by which he could control his 
height. Nor could he disperse - the crowd 
which blocked his view of Jesus. Yet he re- 
fused to let circumstances thwart him. He 
had joined the throng on Jericho's street to 
behold the Master’s face. He had no inten- 
tion now of returning home with his mission 
unfulfilled. So he climbed a tree. When he 
could find no way around his problem he 
went over it and literally made himself bigger 
than his situation! As a consequence he saw 
the Lord! 

Our limitations may be irrevocable. 
they are not insurmountable. Not conditions 
but attitudes, not what we have but what 
we are, shape our destiny. How often we 
deplore our lot and proclaim our inability to 
change things. But if we really cannot change 
them then, like Zacchaeus, we must use them 
to the glory of God. For the poet is right 
when he declares 


I cannot in the valley stay; 
¥ The great horizons stretch away. 
i The very cliffs that wall me round 
5 | Are ladders unto higher ground! 


- Read again the annals of the world’s great 
souls and you will discover that they achieved 
their greatness because they were determined 
to do what they ought to do, in spite of their 
imitations. Power always associates with pur- 
Dose and achievement parallels passion. 

Samson could not change the jawbone of 
an ass into a bow or even a sling; but he 
could use it to rout the Philistines. Paul 
could not escape his numerous imprisonments; 
but he could use the time he spent in cold 


fhe Methodist Church, Washington Grove, Maryland 


But - 


TTHE PULPIT 


ZACCHAEUS 
CLIMBED A TREE 


GORDON PRATT BAKER 


cells to write immortal truths which his jails 
could not suppress and which, once released, 
inflamed the whole world with the fires of 
a new and dynamic faith. David Livingstone 
could not alter the economic conditions which 
forced him into the cotton mills when he was 
only ten years of age, working from six 
o'clock in the morning until eight o’clock at 
night; but he could buy his own Latin gram- 
mar out of his first week’s pay and study 
many other books before his whirring loom 
and so prepare himself at twenty-three for 
the medical course which would enable him to 
go as a missionary to Africa. Charlotte Elliott 
could do absolutely nothing about the fact that 
she was a bed-ridden invalid; but lying in the 
midst of her pillows she could break the 
shackles of her pain by writing the hymn 


Just as I am without one plea 

But that thy blood was shed for me 

And that thou bidds’t me come to thee 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 


Only God, Himself, knows how many souls 
have found salvation through these words 
which a woman agonized to write. 

Whether or not it is within our purpose, 
we cannot escape the fact that it is within our 
power to make ourselves bigger than our cir- 
cumstance. Zacchaeus faced a problem—and | 
climbed a tree to solve it. i 

The secret of his experience is to be found, 
of course, in the way Zacchaeus faced his 
problem. He was anxious to see the Lord! 
He had a passion to view the face of his God. 
Therefore, not idle curiosity, but irrepressible 
ardor drove him to the heights where he could 
level his eyes with Christ's. It was his fervor 
which compelled him to climb a tree. 

Now he did not climb just any tree. That 
would have proved fruitless action. Rather he 
took the pains to find out which way the Lord 
would pass and then made it a point to be 
there! , é 
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Whether or not we see the Lord depends 
on whether or not we are willing to go where 
He is. We do not meet God by accident. He 
makes His way known and we must meet 
Him on that way or we shall not see Him at 
all. The prophet Amos rightly offers no 
mitigating circumstance to soften his pene- 
trating inquiry: “Can two walk together, ex- 
cept they be agreed?” For all His redemptive 
passion, the Lord of all the earth will not be 
side-tracked ! 

Again the record of the years unfolds a 
fundamental truth: The great people of his- 
tory are those who have been anxious to ac- 
company the Lord on His redemptive work 
wherever it might require them to meet Him. 
So Doubting Thomas must go to India, in 52 
A.D., to preach the glorious gospel of Jesus: 
Christ until a martyr’s death should silence 
his lips in the vain attempt to silence his 
truth. So too, John must die an exile on Pat- 
mos, still glorifying his Lord and leaving be- 
hind him the inspiration of such a holy 
exaltation that men could never again escape 
the auta of his faith. So Francis Xavier, his 
conscience stabbed awake by Ignatius Loyola, 
must renounce his wealth to preach the Word 
to the nations which sat in darkness, today 
sharing the matchless splendor of Oriental 
palaces, tomorrow breaking the bread of life 
in the filthy huts of Malibar fishermen; and, 
rejecting the fawning patronage of powerful 
Castilian nobles, spending the short ten years 
of his impassioned ministry furiously speeding 
down the forgotten highways of the world to 
bring the divine love to brigands and bedouins, 
to lepers and loathsomely diseased sailors, un- 
til he must die alone at Sanzian, his out- 
stretched hand reaching for the Great Wall of 
China. So William Carey must tise above the 
exactions of a shoemaker’s last because he 
coveted the world for his God and, for- 
getting poverty, plunged fearlessly into a holy 
crusade committed to the amazing task of sav- 
ing the whole human race. So Marty Reed, 
herself cured of leprosy, must give fifty years 
of her life to the lepers on Chandag Heights. 
So Charles Pean, assaulting the impossible, 
must transform it into the inevitable by re- 
deeming the lost souls of Devil’s Island. 

These are the people who have leaned their 
weight against the years to change the course 
of the centuries. And they have done it be- 
cause they had one thing in common: the 
passion to share the holy labors of the Lord. 

But we cannot do that unless we are genu- 
inely anxious to see Him! 

Too many of us ate like the Brahmin who 
attended a service whete Indian Christians 
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were testifying as to the manner in which 
Christ had saved them. Thinking to throw 
the meeting into confusion, he arose to bear 
his witness by saying: “You people say you 
are saved. So am I. As Christ has saved 
you, so Krishna has saved me.” The mission- 
ary in charge, sensing the man’s deliberate at- 
tempt to sabotage the spiritual influence of 
the worship, immediately responded: “I am 
glad to hear that you are saved. Now we are 
going down to the outcast quarters to sce 
what we can do for these poor people. We 
shall sit on their beds and in their houses 
and we shall share their lives to help them. 
Will you join us?” The Brahmin thought a 
moment and then slowly replied: “Well, 
sahib, I am saved, but I am not saved that 
fats. 

A genuine passion to see the Lord compels 
us to go all the way with Him. 

Now what resulted from the way Zac- 
chaeus faced his problem? Why, of course, 
he took the Lord home with him. 

To see God is not enough. We must take 
Him home with us. Religion is more easily 
lost in the home than anywhere else. At 
home we take so much for granted and claim 
so much for exemption. Frequently we have 
two sets of ideals: one for the street and an- 
other for the sitting-room. We do not al- 
ways see manners and morals as correlative, 
nor feel that they are too greatly important 
in the relaxations which home affords. No 
wonder the sermon so often flies out the win- 
dow when the roast beef comes in from the 
kitchen! But we had better remember that 
burnt potatoes will cause more souls to burn 
in hell than brimstone ever will! 

If this great nation of ours ever joins the 
sixteen civilizations already mouldering be- 
neath the dust of long-dead centuries, it will 
so do not for insufficient might nor fos 
want of scientific and military power, but fot 
lack of spiritual alertness within the home: 
of the land. 

That lack can develop so subtly that we 
become its victim all unaware of it. How 
easily it may come to pass is apparent in the 
story which Marie Cole Powell relates in he 
book, ‘Guiding the Experience of Worship.’ 
Miss Powell tells us that the daughter of ; 
prominent author entered his study one da’ 
to ask him a question which had suddenl 
become important in her childhood investiga 
tions of life. But the great writer, momen 
tarily pre-occupied, put the girl off with a 
evasive answer. ‘That night, as the mothe 
and father fondly tucked her in bed, the 
noticed on her dresser a piece of paper c Vr 


taining something written in her scrawling 
hand; and with the curiosity natural to all 


parents, they picked it up—only to be frozen 
by what they read. For in her simple, honest 
way the child had crystallized her experience 
thus: 


I asked my mother what God was like 
She did not know. 

I asked my teacher what God was like, 
She did not know. 

Then I asked my father, who knows more 
than anyone else in the whole world, 
what God was like. 

He did not know. 

I think if I had lived as long as 
My mother, or my father, 

I would know something about God. 


’ 


Zacchaeus climbed a tree—and took the 
Lord home with him! 


=) 


THE MUST 
OF FAITH 


NORMAN E. NYGAARD 


Text: “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’ 
Acts 16:30. 


@N THIS brief sermon we shall consider a 
simple little Anglo-Saxon word—‘‘must.” 

— “Must” is a word expressing urgency. 
When a man puts a book on his “must list,” 
he has to read it. When we say that we 
must visit someone it means that we are not 
going to rest content until we have made that 
call. Again if I am to go overland from east 
to west, or from west to east between Calli- 
fornia and New-York, I must cross the conti- 
mental divide. If I would ever get sight of 
Europe I must cross the ocean. If I am ever 
fo see the light I must open my eyes. 

In just that same way there are certain 
nusts in the field of religion. Christ used the 
yord frequently. He used it, however, with- 
mut any external compulsion. That is, He 


His faith or to follow Him. But if they would 
elect that way of life there were certain 
‘musts’ which had to be accepted. He said, 
for example, to aged Nicodemus, “Ye must 

Rebirth is an essential if one 


Fe door through which one has to enter if 
seeks access to the Holy Place. 
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made no attempt to force anyone to accept — 


Many people, to be sure, regard the word 
with distaste. I have known people who have 
turned from Christianity and have joined one 
of the cults because of their aversion to the 
word “must.” This is a day when we are 
especially rebellious of constraint. Part of our 
Opposition to the draft is based on our dis- 
like for its compulsory features. Anyone who 
has ever served in the Army recalls with vivid- 
ness, his distaste for the compelling notes of 
the bugle call in the morning. Actually we 
have no aversion to rising in the morning. We 
all expect to do it. We merely want to decide 
for ouselves when and how we shall arise. 

But life is full of these musts and they are 
to be found in the Christian faith as well. So, 
therefore, did Jesus teach that conversion and 
regeneration are musts if we would enter upon 
the spiritual life. The method, to be sure, is 
mysterious. “The wind bloweth where it list- 
eth, and thou hearest the sound thereof but 
canst not tell whence it cometh nor whither 
it goeth: so is everyone that is born of the 
Spirit.” 

Often we know, almost as if by intuition, 
the steps which we should take to bring us 
to God. Our own hears tell us, however 
much we may soften the blow, that we are 
“dead in trespasses and sin.” We may try— 
most of us do—ordinary palliatives. But we 
finally come to the place where we realize 
that they will not do. We are not merely 
sick. We are dead. It isn’t simply acid indi- 
gestion: it is degeneration that we face. The 


—Master Surgeon says, “Do this or you will 


die.” This is a “must” for the salvation of 
our eternal souls. 

Now what “must’’ we do if we, like the 
Philippian jailor, desire salvation? What 
“must” we do to be saved? Bear in mind that 
God doesn’t put this “must’”’ before us coupled 
with physical compulsion. We “‘must’’ take 
certain steps, but only if we desire the eternal 
fellowship of the Father which is salvation. 
If we do not want that then there is no ‘‘must” 
for us. We have absolute freedom of choice. 

At the outset of the second World War an 
unwilling draftee was sentenced by a military 
courtmartial to ten years at hard labor in a 
federal penitentiary because he refused to wash 
his mess-kit. The Army has ways of forcing 
a man to do that which he does not want to 
do. God doesn’t. God didn’t suggest through 
Paul a mode of procedure which the Philip- 
pian jailor would be forced to adopt. The 
jailer himself asked the question. Pa 

It is similar to that which happens when one 


wants to play the violin. A young man. goes 
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to Fritz Kreisler. ‘‘Sir,”” he says, “what must 
I do if I would play the violin?” 

Kreisler would tell him, “If you would be- 
come a master you must practice day in and 
day out. You must make the violin a part of 
yourself. You must learn to love it with a 
devotion that is wholly reserved for it.” 

He will probably add a great many other 

compulsions. Now, to be sure, the young 
man doesn’t have to practice if he doesn’t 
want to. He doesn’t even have to look at a 
violin, that is, unless he is very young and 
his mother has decided that he must learn to 
play. But Kreisler doesn’t force the violin 
upon him. He only tells him that if he wants 
to play the instrument like a master he must 
make certain commitments to do it. 
- That is God’s must. It is God’s must which 
you make your must. Paul’s reply to the 
Philippian jailer was, “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” It was a must with him. If 
you haven't believed—that is to say, if you 
haven’t yielded yourself to Him and accepted 
His way of life —you will not be saved; you 
will not change your life habits; you will not 
be converted. Sincere conversion is the result 
of an overpowering urge. It results in a sharp 
about face, turning from evil to good, from 
self to God. In Philippi one evening the 
jailer treats Paul and Silas with cruel bru- 
tality: in the morning, after his life had been 
changed, we find him washing their stripes. 

The opposite side of the coin of conversion 
is regeneration. As conversion expresses the 
attitude of the sinner seeking God so regen- 
eration is God’s answer. If you will turn 
about and start godward God will give you a 
new heart. God will re-create you. In regen- 
eration God expresses His eternal choice of 
us to be numbered as His own. His ever- 
lasting truth comes flooding into our lives. 

Now how does conversion come about? I 
‘can give you no pat formula whatsoever. There 
are those who have been converted by going 
into the quiet of a great cathedral and feeling 
the peace of God descend upon their hearts. 
- Others may be left quite cold in such a place. 
There have been conversions without number 
on street corners where the Salvation Army 
band was playing and some forceful Salva- 
tionist, in no uncertain language, warned of 
the dangers of eternal hell-fire. Yet some of 
you, without a doubt, would say that you could 
never be touched either by such preaching or 
by the Salvation Army gospel songs. 

An old French professor of theology once 
told me that the Salvation Army had never 
‘made great headway in France. “You can’t 
convert France with a brass band,” he assert- 
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ed. Possibly that is true. But in the English- 
speaking countries, and even in Japan, and 
China, and India the great old Army is bring: 
ing men and women to God. 

I am not telling you how, or when,i~ 
where this experience comes, but when yu 
turn about and go godward the Father meets 
you and puts a new heart and spirit into yor 
and you are reborn. But turn around you 
must, turn around and face godward, and start 
walking toward the Father. 

There is one other element in this process 
It is the element of faith. “If you have faith 
as a grain of mustard seed,” said Jesus, “you 
could say unto yon mountain, be removed 
and be cast into the midst of the sea, and i 
shall be done.’ Blind Bartimaeus, possessing 
faith, was able to see. The faith of fou 
friends cured a paralytic. ‘Thy faith hath 
made thee whole,” said Jesus to a leper. 

By faith the babe learns to walk. He take: 
a few short steps between his father and hi: 
mother, The steps are halting at first. Anc 
he’s quite a bit afraid. But he steps out: anc 
finally he acquires his sea legs. Most childrer 
learn to swim by faith. Father or mother pu 
an atm under their chests and they learn the 
strokes, and finally acquire the confidenc 
which enables them to go it alone. Faith 1 
trusting someone for strength, for guidance 
for help. 

Then what happens? What, in other words 
ate the tests by which we can know if salva 
tion has been accomplished, a soul reborn, ; 
man or a woman converted, turned about it 
the direction of the Eternal? First of all, ther 
is a tremendous urge to hear more about Gox 
and to understand His Word. Through th 
years of my ministry I have been surprised a 
the astonishing spiritual illiteracy of profess 
ing Christians. They say rather longingly the 
wish that they knew more about God, bu 
they make little attempt to learn about Him 
They are not found in.church. They are ne 
in the mid-week service. The church is ju: 
a sort of club where they go for occasionz 
entertainment. That one who has been trul 
converted is numbered among those who gent 
inely “hunger and thirst’ after righteousnes: 
And, of course, such folk are filled with th: 
for which’ they yearned, and blessed in th 
filling. an é 

Next, a genuine change takes place in the 
lives. They become considerate of others. Th 
is what happened to the jailer. Luke, writin 
about the incident, says, ‘He took them tk 
same hour of the night and washed the 
stripes.” 3 

Years ago I met the late John Sornberge 


once a lumberjack, later a missionary to lum- 
berjacks. Part of one ear was gone, bitten off 
by another lumberjack in a drunken free-for- 
all fight. He had been a rip-snorting, tough, 

king, fighting bum until he heard the 
\ urd in a lumber camp and changed almost 
overnight into a kindly, compassionate man of 
God. 

Nor could a better example of what hap- 
pens after a genuine conversion be cited than 
the same Saul, who was responsible for the 
change in the jailer. From a heresy-hunting 
fanatic, lusting for the blood of Christians, he 
became a kindly, compassionate man of God. 

This change, in the jailer’s experience, was 
followed by immediate confession of Christ. 
When his life had been changed he wanted to 
be baptized. He and his entire family enjoyed 
this experience. 

“What doth hinder me to be baptized?” 
asked the Ethiopian eunuch when Philip en- 
countered him on the road to Gaza and ex- 
pounded to him the Word. 

There is yet another change that occurred. 
The Scripture says that the jailer “rejoiced.” 
He found a joy that did something to him. 
It did something to his family. When a man’s 
home is filled with rejoicing it is a different 


kind of home. Laughter comes to meet you 
‘as you enter his home. There is a new spirit 
there. 


These, my friends, are the results of this 
imperative. It is a ‘‘must’’, but it is such a 
gentle, kindly, helpful “must’’. It is a “must” 


which ennobles the soul and opens the life to— 


larger vistas than it has ever known. 
Some years ago I went to our family doctor 
‘suffering from a recurrent pain in my side. I 
‘was run down and thin. The doctor gave me 
‘a few preliminary tests, took a blood count, 
and then said, “You must have your appendix 
removed.” I-“‘must” have my appendix out? 
Who did he think he was? What right had 
he thus to order my life about? 

I might have adopted that attitude. If I 
ad it is quite possible that I would have died. 
Instead, I let him carve out that offending 
member. Ever since I’ve enjoyed rugged 
health. I accepted that imperative and profited 
from it. eve 
_ Here is a greater imperative, a more com- 
pelling one by far, and it yields still greater 
results for good. “What must I do to be 
aved?” “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved... and thy house.” 


No earthly surgeon’s life can separate you 
and your sins. The Word of the Heavenl 
Physician alone can do that. 
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LOST GOSPEL 


THADDEUS ELMORE ALLEN 


fe as .. according to my gospel.” Romans 
2e6: a 


HE legends of lost gospels have fasci- 

nated Christians of all ages. Hints of 

them come to us from many sources. The 
evangelist Luke tells us that many people 
have written them. He begins his own account 
thus, ““Many writers have undertaken to com- 
pose accounts of the movement which has de- 
veloped among us.”’ 

Who were these unnamed writers? Did 
Philip write—answering the questions of other 
Greeks who sought Jesus? Did Thomas write 
a gospel for skeptics — painfully honest like 
his own searching self? Was there ever a 
woman's gospel? What a record Marty Mag- 
dalene or the woman at the well might have 
set down! ; 

Think of it! All of Christ’s recorded say- 
ings could be put in a double page of one of 
today’s newspapers. We see Him in a brief 
series of scenes—unforgettable, vivid, terribly 
real—and then the records close. Matthew and 
Mark, Luke and John, why do you stop so 
soon? Could you not have written more? Are 
there not other gospels—lost gospels—which 
can be recovered for us today? 


I 


Our text tells us of a fifth gospel; one that 
was not written on papyrus or wax, but writ- 
ten by the Spirit of God on a human heart. 
St. Paul, who never saw a New Testament, 
who preached before any of the evangelists 
had written —St. Paul is talking about his 
gospel. What was it?) _ 

Paul had an experience of the Risen Christ. 
Paul had found, through the surrender of him- 
self, a peace, a power over sin, and a new life 
surging through him. He needed no book to 
tell him about the Master—no gospel of 
Mark or Luke. Christ had come to Paul and 
was known to him as his personal Saviour and 
Lord. : 

The apostle to the Gentiles preached the — 
good news of what happened to him. He 
could not read about Jesus in any gospel, for 
none was written yet; but he had the good 


news of Christ’s power cleansing him of sin, 


and giving him joy and peace. Listen to the 


gospel according to Paul, ‘For the good that 


I would, I do not: but the evil which I would 
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not, that I do. Now if I do that I would not, 
it is no more I that do it, but sin that 
dwelleth in me. I find then a law, that, 
when I would do good, evil is present with 
me. For I delight in the law of God after the 
inward man: but I see another law in my 
members, warring against the law of my 
mind, and bringing me into captivity to the 
law of sin which is in my members. O 
wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death? I thank 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

Thete is a gospel for a man! Paul wit- 
nesses that he has found cleansing from sin 
and delivery from its power. He has discovered 
inner healing, and peace, and joy. He can live 
a victorious life—“through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” He writes, ‘“For the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free 
from the law of sin and death.” 

What amazing good _ news! 
through Christ—a Christ who lives! 
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In the early days of the Church, when it 
was evangelistic to the core, the gospel did 
‘not rest on a written message. The real con- 
viction of the Living Christ was not carried 
to the world by a book. The triumphant wit- 
ness to the resurrection was not the written 
word of Paul, or even of Matthew or John 
—it was the new power in life and death 
which the world saw in their lives. 


Victory 
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It was not new manuscripts, so much as nev 
men, that won the ancient world. There wer 
almost as many cults then as we have today 
A new religion? Men shrugged their shoul 
ders and yawned. Why notice it? There were 
so many already. 

But here was a new kind of men—men whe 
were pure in the midst of a debauched socia 
order; men who faced death with a smile 
men who were gentle, and strong, and gay 
This was news — this was good news in Anti 
och, in Athens, in Rome. Here were gospels— 
living witnesses to a new power in the world 

Look at an actual case. Tertullian, a brilliant 
lawyer, a thorough pagan and skeptic, nevet 
dreamed of reading the Scriptures any mote 
than did the average cultured Roman of his 
day. He might never have turned to the 
gospels of Matthew or John, if he had not 
first read the gospels of the lives of some 
Christian slaves. One day he was in the 
amphitheatre when some Christians were 
martyred. Let him tell the story: 

“Every man that witnesses such great en- 
durance is struck with misgiving. He 1s set 
on fire to look into it, to find the cause of if 
—No one would wish to be killed if he were 
not in possession of the truth. Who is not 
stirred by the contemplation of it— to know 
what there really is in this thing.” 

No one will ever know those men and 
women who wrote their gospel in blood — 
who, for the love of Christ, went singing to 
the rack, the cross, the wild beasts. They 
lived out the word of Paul, “Who shall sep- 
arate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribu- 
lation or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? For I am per- 
suaded, that neither death, nor life — nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” ' 

This was their good news —their gospel. 
And men like Tertullian read of Christ, not 
in a book first, but in their triumphant lives. 
The message, then as now, depended, first, 
on the messenger. This is what Paul had in 
mind perhaps, when he wrote to some new 
converts, “Ye are our epistle written in our 
hearts—Ye are manifestly declared to be the 
epistle of Christ—written not with ink, but 
with the Spirit of the Living God; not in 
tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the 
heart.” ‘ 

III 


Such living gospels today, known and read 
in your neighborhood and mine, are the only 
hope of the Church and of the world. These 
are the gospels which cannot be lost. ‘ When 
The Expositor 

| a 


\ Treasury 0 
Sermon Ulustrations 


Edited by 
CHARLES L. WALLIS 


Over 2,400 Perfect Illustrations 
at Your Fingertips 


¢ THIS RICH, USABLE volume brings over © 


2,400 brief, quotable stories, anecdotes, epi- 
grams, and poems -- each one excellent for 
dramatizing a truth or driving home a point -- 
arranged alphabetically under more than 450 
topics. 


Each illustration is vivid, inspiring, packed 
with human interest, and conveniently brief -- 
from one pungent sentence to a fully developed 
anecdote. Some of the stories and poems are 
familiar -- bringing favorite materials in easily 
accessible form; other are fresh and strikingly 
new -- offering little-known incidents about 
memorable persons, places, and events. church program. Children’s Stories lists illus- 
trations especially helpful in preparing chil- 

Ministers especially will find A TREASURY dren’s sermons, worship services, and church- 
OF SERMON ILLUSTRATIONS a practical, school lessons. Hymn. Stories identifies illus- 
time-saving tool -- a sound aid in building trations about hymn origins and hymn writers 
forceful, memorable sermons. which may be adapted to worship programs. 
The Index of Names includes names of persons 

quoted or considered, with dates and biograph- 

Five Complete Indexes ical notes. The Index of Topics, a definitive 


* . . : cross index, makes possible a ready selection 
bring the right illustration for the of illustrations on any one of 900 topics and 


right occasion subtopics. 


To make the volume more conveniently useful, A BIG, RICH BOOK -- 320 pages, 6x9 inches 
there are five complete indexes: The Christian 

Year lists illustrative material valuable for 
more than 30 special days and occasions in the ® More than 450 major topics 


® Alphabetically arranged 


* Over 2,400 quotable stories 


® Completely indexed and cross referenced 


$3.50 at your bookstore. . . RM lees (aie. 


November, 1950 | Page 453 


50 Years Continuous Service to 
Ministers and Reli gious W orkers 


A Mutual Legal Reserve Life 
Insurance Company writing Health, 
Accident and Hospital Insurance in 
addition -to Life Insurance and its 

standard forms. 


Write us for FREE details, giving 
your age and type of insurance in 
which you are interested. 


MINISTERS LIFE 


and 
CASUALTY UNION 


100A WEST FRANKLIN AVENUE 
MINNEAPOLIS 4, MINNESOTA 


And 
Folding 
>. e Chairs 


a) 
DIRECT PRICES 
To CHURCHES 
LODGES, SCHOOLS 
een: YWCA’S, YMCA’S 
A CLUBS, HOTELS, etc. 
pa) _ @ 


Write for Catalog No. 225 


MONROE FOLDING TABLES—DESIGNED 
MANUFACTURED EXCLUSIVELY BY nel 


THE “Wionr0e. COMPANY INC. 
7+ CHURCH STREET COLFAX, IOWA 


Page 454 


the good news —the evangel in millions « 
lives—is so clear that men will stop and s. 
like Tertullian, “Who is not stirred by th 
contemplation of it—to know what the 
really is in this thing,’ then a great reviv, 
will sweep America and the world. : 

Suppose for a moment that every Bib 
were suddenly destroyed; suppose we were | 
a world like Apostle Paul’s, when no ne 
gospel had been written. Suppose we coul 
not tell men to read the Sermon on th 
Mount, or the story of the cross. Then 
would be you—the gospel in your life —¢ 
nothing. For if you lose the good news ¢ 
Christ, that He has saved you not only fror 
the guilt of sin but from its present powe. 
there will be someone who will never kno 
Christ, just as though there were no Bible 
in the world. 

IV 


Make no mistake about it. People are tern 
bly in earnest today. They want reality o 
nothing. Does Christ save from sin today 
Can Jesus give an absolute victory over fear 
Is a victorious life possible? People are turn 
ing to us Christians for practical results. 1] 
your gospel lost? What have you to offer? 

Recently I was called to see a man who wa 
utterly without hope. Life had him beater 
He was through. Money gone, job gone 
health gone, courage gone. Very quietly h 
took a dose of strychnin — but, thank God h 
did not take enough. I saw him in th 
psychopathic ward of a great hospital — 
watched like a prisoner—his razor taken awa 
from him each morning. When I came int 
the room he was walking back and forth lik 
a caged animal. What could I say? 

I could not say, “Read the New Testament.’ 
He was past reading. It would have done n 
good to counsel him to go through Luke o 
John. He needed the gospel—according to me 
Could Christ save today—now? I gave hin 
my gospel—imperfect~as it is. I told hin 


that Christ had broken the power of fear it 


my life. I told him that sin, and doubt, an 
despair had reigned in my life until I ha 
surrendered all of it to God. I told him tha 
Christ was waiting to\do a miracle for him 
We knelt together; and we took that broken 
defeated, hopeless life and gave it all into th 
sure keeping of God, who saves and sustain 
all His children. ; 
I saw that man again before he was dis 
charged from the hospital. And from tha 
room which was once gray with the ghosts o 
despair and unhealed sin, the light of a nev 
gospel — the gospel according to him — wa 
shining out, ae 
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There isn’t any other message than this. 
There can’t be any substitute. Christ came to 
ive us new lives, and these new lives are 
ur gospel. If we have not found new power, 
teedom from sin, through the acceptance of 
esus Christ by faith, we have no evangel. 
This is the unchanging message of the Church 
tom the first. 

Some eighteen hundred years ago, one of 
he most brilliant and bitter of the critics of 
Jhristianity wrote this: “Those who summon 
nen to other religions proclaim, ‘Whosoever 
las Clean hands or is wise of speech, or who- 
Oever is pure from defilement, or whose soul 
$ conscious of no guilt is welcome.’ But let 
is hear what sort the Christians invite—‘Who- 
Qever is a sinner, or unintelligent, or a fool; 
mn a word, whosover is God-forsaken, him will 
christ receive’.”’ 

There lies the miracle. The Church invites 
imners— its gospel is the lives of sinners 
made whole. This is the heart of evangelism 
—lives, hid with Christ in God, bearing daily 
witness to Him who came that we might have 
piritual vitality, and overflow with it. 

Most of us have lost a new Testament some- 
ime. One copy of the evangelists makes little 
lifference. There are millions more. But if 
fou lose your personal gospel, there is no 
ther exactly like it. It is unique. Nothing 
an ever take its special place. Someone is 
waiting to read your life, to know through it 
hat Christ is the veritable Lamb of God that 
mas taken away your sin, and can take his as 
vell. Hold fast to the gospel which is yours. 
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The Master of the Soul . 


Fext: Psalm 139:5. “Thou hast beset me be- 
hind and before, and laid Thine hand upon 
me.” 

lt is said, and it is historically true, that 
ars ago a genuine Stradivarius was offered 
‘auction in London. The bidding was uncer- 
ain and unworthy. Then into the audience 
me an odd man with raven black hair and 
strange silent countenance. He took the vio- 
in in his hands and, holding it to his ear, 
rened as he gently touched the strings. He 
dled it as a mother would her child, and 
en, drawing the bow across the chords, he 
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played a majestic melody. We do not wonde 
that when the sale was over that it was pul 
chased by the violinist, Paganini, throug 
whom it had yielded up its secret. It wa 
worth more to him than to anyone else. H 
went to the limit of financial sacrifice that - 
might be his. The master could do more wit 
it, put more into it, get more out of it tha 
anyone else on earth. 

Is not Christ the Master of man’s soul 
He knows what is in man. He knows th 
down drag and the upward calling. He ca 
get more out of man, put more into him, d 
more for him than anyone else, and becaus 
of His boundless love and unfailing faith H 
will go to the limit of sacrifice that He ma 
make us His own. We are bought with a price 
therefore let us glorify God in our body an 
in our spirit, which are God’s, for “ye wer 
not redeemed with corruptible things, as silve 
and gold, . . . but with the precious blood o 
Chrisiy ———_— 


Christ Is Our Example 


Text: John 13:15. “For I have given you a 
example, that ye should do as I have don 
to you.” 

John Selwyn, after whose family Selwy: 
College, Cambridge, takes its name, was fo 
some years bishop of Melanesia among th 
very cannibal people who had taken the lif 
of Bishop Patteson. During one of the set 
vices he had to rebuke a native candidate fo 
baptism, and the man, not far removed fror 
the savage, becoming angry, struck the bisho 
in the face. The bishop was a man of grea 
physical strength, having achieved distinctio 
as an athlete, and he could easily have struc 
back. But, instead, he folded his arms quietl 
and looked the man in the face. The savage 
who was near the jungle, fled from his pres 
ence with a cry. 

Years passed and the bishop had returne 
to England and was Master of Selwyn Colleg 
when he heard that this same man had com 
to the mission for baptism. He was examined 
and when asked what Christian name he ha 
chosen, he said, “Call me John Selwyn, for ; 
was he who taught me what Christ is like. 
It was something like this that Jesus mean 
when He said, “I have given you an example 
that ye should do as I have done to you.” ~ 


A New Commandment 


Text: John 13:34—"A new commandment 
give unto you, That ye love one another. 


There is a story of the saintly Samuel Rutt 
erford of Scotland, to whose home a wanderin 


The Ex posito 


ae 


stranger came, asking for hospitality. He was 
taken into the family circle, and when night 
came on he was invited to take part in the 
evening worship and the catechizing that ac- 
companied it. The question put to the stranger 
was, “How many commandments are there,” 
and he promptly replied, “Eleven.” He was 
tebuked for his ignorance and asked where 
he found an extra commandment. He replied, 
“A new commandment I give unto you, That 
ye love one another; as I have loved you.” 
The stranger was the celebrated Archbishop 
Ussher of Ireland, and the next Sunday in 
Rutherford’s pulpit he preached from the text. 

The archbishop was right. It is a new com- 
mandment. If Christians will take Jesus seri. 
ously and confess that they have never before 
taken His words to heart, something will hap- 
pen. It is reported, and in all probability it 
is a true report, that when John the beloved 
disciple was too old to walk he was carried 
to the church service in Ephesus and always 
gave the same message, ‘‘Little children, love 
one another.’’ When asked why he said this 
again and again, he said, ‘‘It is the Lord’s com- 
mandment, and if it is fulfilled it is enough.” 


Trusting God 


Text: John 14:1—"Believe in God, believe 
also in me.” 


There is a man in the city of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, who some years ago visited the 
Holy Land. The first thing he bought when 
he arrived was a Bible, which is still the best 
guidebook. He bought a beautiful copy of 
the Bible, bound in olive-wood with a cross 
on the cover. There were many pictures in 
it of sacred scenes, and as he visited each -sac- 
ted site he wrote underneath the picture, “I 
was there.” 

_ Where Jesus was baptized, “I was there.” 
Where Jesus was tempted, “I was there.” 
Where Jesus was transfigured, “I was there.” 
Where Jesus fed the multitude, “I was there.” 
Where Jesus broke bread in the upper room, 
“I was there.” Where Jesus prayed in Geth- 
semane, “I was there.” Where Mary and John 
ee Him die on calvary, “I was there.” 

Perhaps he did not see the deeper meaning 
of it, but that is exactly what “trusting God” 
means. ‘Trust God. Yea, trust me!’’ Jesus 
‘poke those words before Calvary. How much 
nore can we trust Him after Easter. 
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PASTORAL PSYCHOLOGY 


Applied Psychology in Pastoral Theology 
in America 


By WILLIAM GOULOOZE 


... a must for all who desire to understand 
and help present day people!’'—Dr. Norman 
Vincent Peale, in the Introduction. 

. a very useful book’'—Christian Century. 
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Letting the Soul Catch Up 


Text: Psalm 46:10a—Be still and know thai 
Il am God...’ 


A traveller in the interior of Brazil tell: 
how he was compelled to march two days 
without rest and on the third day suddenly 
his carriers sat down on the ground and re: 
fused to move. When asked what was wrong. 
the leader said, “They are waiting. They will 
not move until their souls catch up with theis 
bodies.” 

Life is something like that. The souls of 
men are not made to be driven by their bodies 
It is the soul that must be satisfied. Leisure 
will not do it. A house in the country will 
not do it. Following the circuit of the sur 
will not do it. Retirement from work wil! 
not do it. Such surcease is negative; what is 
needed is something positive. A quiet heart 
is an achievement. It is a virtue. Jesus pos 
sessed it, and He possessed it because He hac 
found the angle of repose in God. Said 
young man who had come into a great spiritual 
experience, “We have been some place thi: 
week and now we ate going somewhere.” 
May that be our response. 


God’s Purposes Work Out 


Text: Romans 8:28—“And we know that al. 
things work together for good to them tha 
love God, to them who are the called ac. 
cording to his purpose.” 


Dr. Harry Holmes tells about a Persian whe 
was explaining to an Englishman how Persiar 
rugs are made. He described how the frame 
is set up and how boys on one side put 
through the threads as they are directed by 
the artist from the opposite side. The English. 
man asked: “What happens if a boy makes 4 
mistake?” “Oh,” said the Persian, ‘‘often he 
never knows about it. For the artist quickly 
changes the design to. compensate for the 
error. When the rug is finished, no one can 
tell where the mistake was made.” 

Is that not a parable of God and His re. 
deeming work with men? Because we are 
men, we are not perfect; we are sinful. None 
of us is wise enough to keep from blunders 
and wrong choices. But the man who ha: 
been filled with God’s love and forgiveness 
finds the design of his life is adjusted to com 
pensate for his sin. God’s love brings all of 
life, including its blunders, into line witl 
God's purposes, and it is that which saves us 
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HERE I STAND. By Roland Bainton. 422 pp. Abing- 
don-Cokesbury. $4.75. 

An exceedingly interesting life of Luther, in the 
spate of Luther books that are pouring forth, out- 
standing for popular reading. Not to say, it will not 
be delightful reading for the expert, it will be espe- 
cially valuable for those who read Luther’s life for 
the first time, or wish to learn the new facts that 
research has produced. Dr. Bainton is not a Luth- 
eran, but an ordained Congregationalist minister and 
also a practicing ‘member of the Society of Friends, 
and for the last fifteen years has been professor of 
ecclesiastical history at Yale. His view is therefore 
quite individual; he is simply a scholar who has 
been captured, as have been so many, by the great 
personality of the outstanding figure of the Reforma- 
tion. He has, moreover, the gift of story-telling and 
the vivid colloqual phrase; ‘Indulgences were the 
bingo of the sixteenth century.’ Dr. Bainton is as 
fair and as objective as a man can be who tries to 
appraise a@ personality which evokes such positive 
reactions. The marvelous manysidedness and versa- 
tality of Luther amaze him as they do us. The book- 
flap note says this book is ‘definite.’ That it is not, 
and its author would be the very last to claim such 
an achievement. Bainton’s stress is on the God- 
centered man. In ethics the stress is on the service of 
God in the doings of the daily life, in connection with 
which Luther’s own marriage was sensationally suc- 
cessful toward a new conception of the “holy life.” 
e book physically is very handsome, with very few 
misprints, and magnificently illustrated with scores 
pictures, mostly old and fascinating wood-cuts. 
There is a full catalogue of references both to litera- 
ture and pictures, and nine pages of closely-printed 
fee of 1 in which latter I missed Dr. Reu’s Thirty 


rs of Luther Research, and Boehmer’s Luther in 
Light -of Recent Research. This reviewer hopes 
book will be read as widely as it deserves. It 
ld be immensely useful.—Paul H. Roth. 


‘ALVIN’S SERMONS. THE DEITY OF CHRIST. By 
hn Calvin, translated by Leroy Nixon Eerdmans. 
2 pp. $3.50. 

The 20 sermons selected for translation include the 
ne which gives the book its title, one on the Nativity, 
ne on the Passion and Resurrection, four on the 
ension and five on Pentecost and the Return of 
ist, chosen to show the evangelical zeal and ex- 
sitory approach of the Reformer, originally preached 
satisfy the heart-hunger of refugees in Geneva, 
: still meeting a deep personal need. In transla- 
mn the style is literal, with considerable care given 
_ difficult words with which the modern reader 
night have trouble. It enables us to grasp something 
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Hebrew. Modern literary polish has been disregarded 
for this reason. Nixon recommends the sermons be 
read aloud in groups, slowly to let the full thought 
reach us. The sermons are not heavy reading, nor 
are they as long as we might have expected of a 
preacher of that period. We seem to feel Calvin's 
background» as an early sixteenth century humanist, 
_ caught up, rather to his surprise, in the storm of the 
Reformation, especially in some arguments against 
the position and beliefs of the Catholics, The em- 
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phasis on the Ascension is helpful to us who have 
allowed it to be lost in the glory of the Resurrection. 
Not only do the sermons have warm personal appeal 
but they bring out Cavin as the great Reformation 
preacher serving his own flock, instead of a dim 
historical character of four centures ago. We finish 
each hearing him say ‘Following this holy teaching 
we shall bow in humble reverence before the face of 
our God.”’—Claude Richmond, 


BOOTH THE BELOVED by J. Evan Smith. Oxfore 
University Press. 133 pp. $1.50 

The author of this very informative and equally in. 
formal book about. General William Booth was _ his 
private secretary. In that capacity Evan Smith had 
an opportunity to see personal details in the life of 
General Booth, which others would never glimpse. 
He makes many such observations, and out of his 
own personal contacts with the great Christian leader 
he draws a full length picture of a most lovable man 
It was a great privilege to live on such intimate 
terms with such a gracious and inspired leader, and 
Evan Smith helps us all by sharing his knowledge 0! 
Booth with his readers. The Salvation Army is one 
of the great Christian organizations of the pasi 
century, and in essence, it is the elongated shadow 
of its wonderful founder.—Charles Haddon Nabers. 


CHRISTIAN DOGMATICS. Francis Pieper, D.D. Con: 
cordia Pub. Volume-I. pp. 577. $3.50. 

Of the distinguished author his church body, The 
Evangeical Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, said a@ 
his death in 1931: “His life-work was the Christlich 
Dogmatik, a monumental work in three volumes 
setting forth the doctrines of theology as taught i 
the Lutheran Church ... In the clarity of his styk 
and cogency of argument there has not been th 
equal of Dr. Pieper in the Lutheran Church il 
America.”?> He became professor at Concordia Semi 
nary, St. Louis, in 1878, succeeded the great patriarcl 
of his Synod, Dr. C. F. W. Walther, as_ presiden 
of the seminary in 1887, became recognized as th 
chief dogmatician of his body, and was its presiden 
from 1899 to 1911. The first volume of the thre 
which survey the whole reach of Christian dogmatic 
appeared in 1917, the quadricentennial of the Reforma 
tion. It was at once hailed as a masterpiece. Th 
translation of this massive work, written in Germar 
into English was undertaken as a part of the com 
memoration of the Synod’s 100th anniversary. Mor 
than half of this, the first volume to appear i 
devoted to “The Nature and Character of Theology 
and “Holy Scripture.’ The author’s standpoint t 
which he again and again recurs, and which to hit 
is fundamental is, “The Bible owes its perfect an 
inerrant unity to the fact that it was written by th 
inspiration of God. For this we have the authoritz 
tive declarations of Christ and His Apostles relativ 
to both the Old and the New Testaments in a 
their parts,’ a statement that is buttressed by Bi 
Scripture passages. The book is written with immens 
conviction, shirks no questions or difficulties,’ is € 
ceedingly readable, and draws upon such an acquain 
ance with the writings of the theologians of the class 
period as well as the moderns as few indeed posses 
—Paul H. Roth. 7 


PRINCIPLES OF BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION. E 
Louis Berkhof. Baker. 169 pp. $2.50. a 

On the basis of many years of experience in # 
seminary classroom, the ‘author, who is preside 
emeritus of Calvin Seminary, has prepared this volun 
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particularly as a textbook for Bible Schools and theo- 
ogical seminaries. Noting the confusion that obtains 
imong denominations by reason of misinterpretation 
yf Scripture, he seeks to set forth basic principles of 
ermeneutics for the guidance of students. He deals 
irst with the history of Biblical interpretation, point- 
ng out the methods employed in the past by Jews 
und Christians in the various periods of church history. 
fhis provides the background for the treatment of 
uch themes as the inspiration and unity of Scripture. 
He then analyzes the major methods of interpretation, 
srammatical, historical, and theological. At the’ con- 
lusion of each of the seven chapters he supplies a 
ist of pertinent questions for review and likewise 
xcellent bibliographies, including some German works. 
Many seminaries might well use this work as a text- 
900k.—E. EF. Flack. 


Universal Bible Sunday 
(From page 442) 


jouls and our national. life. There is a danger 
hat we should forget that the Bible demands 
more than praise, more even than thanksgiv- 
mg for a national heirloom. There is a 
massage in John Wesley’s writings which ex- 
Mresses in words of singular force and beauty 
he significance of the Bible to him who comes 
© it in the spirit and for the purpose for 
which is exists. Wesley says: 


“Tl am a creature of a day, passing through 
life as an arrow through the air. I am a spirit 
coming from God, and returning to God; just 
hovering over the great gulf; a few moments 
hence I am no more seen; I drop into an un- 
changeable eternity! I want to know one thing 
—the way to heaven ... God Himself has con- 

‘descended to teach the way. He hath written it 
down in a Book. O give me that Book! At any 
price give me the Book of God! I have it; here 
is knowledge enough for me. Let me be a man 
of one Book. ...I1 sit down alone; only God 
‘is here. In His presence I open, 1 read His 
‘Book; for this end, to find the way to heaven.” 
a4 


How great and tragic is our loss through 
he neglect of the Bible! This fact was im- 
stessed upon my mind by a story which used 
6 be told at the expense of a student at 
Mercer University. His mother gave him a 
Bible when he left home to begin his college 
rk. It was not until his senior year that he 
found a five-dollar bill hidden between its 
ages. Many were the times when the money 
would have served him well, but he had lived 
ithout this gain because of his neglect of the 
300k. The story told on this. student loses its 
mmor when we think of the much greater 
lessings which are being lost to our lives 
nd society through the neglect of this won- 
derful book. 
One day a Chinese scholar found a page 
rn from the Bible. The page carried a por- 
ion of the fifteenth chapter of Luke, but only 
. fragment. With interest the Chinese gentle- 
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man read about the lost sheep and the lost 
coin and a portion of the story of the prodigal 
son. The page ended with the line about the 
boy’s hunger and need in the foreign country. 
The interest of the Chinese student was 
aroused, but he did not know where to find 
the book from which the page had been torn. 
He often wondered what became of the fe- 
bellious boy. Then one day in a book store he 
saw a Bible opened at Luke fifteen. He read 
the passage before turning away, and pur- 
chased the book that he might continue the 
study of the Bible. In a brief time he was 
preaching the gospel of the Lord Jesus to his 
fellow-countrymen. 

Truly a solemn responsibility rests upon the 
Church at such a time as this, to be true te 
her Lord. The Book which has made saints. 
has purified the home, has been the most po: 
tent factor in the moral education of the peo- 
ple, has opened the fountains of human love 
and kindness, broken the fetters of the slave 
built hospitals, and inspired those ministries 
of love and service — that Book is a book fot 
the American people to read. 

A colporter gave the New Testament to the 
soldiers who embarked from Toulon, France 
to fight in the Crimean War. One of the 
soldiers remarked as he received the book, “I 
will do to light my pipe.’’ Later the reporte: 
visited Toulon again and chanced to meet + 
family who were bereaved by the loss of + 
son. The young man had died soon after re 
turning from the war. The mother said: ~ 
have much consolation; he died happy and ful 
of peace. He found his comfort in this littl 
book which he always carried with him.” Shi 
showed the colporter the book which he hac 
given her son months before. When he opene: 
it he found that several pages were torn out 
but written inside the cover were these words 
“Received at Toulon - despised - neglected 
tead - believed - and found salvation.” 

Never before were the words of Deuter 
onomy truer of any people than they ar 
of us: 

“For this commandment which I command 
thee this day, it is not hidden from thee, neither 
is it far off. It is not in heaven, that thou 
shouldest say, Who shall go up for us to heaven, 
and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and 
do it. Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou 
shouldest say, Who shall go over the sea for us, 
and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and 
do it? But the word is very nigh unto thee, in 

Al eases and in thy heart, that thou mayest 

a. ad 

Take and tead it! That is the message ¢ 
this Universal Bible Sunday to the mind an 
heart of America, Please God, the messag 
will be heard; and out of that reading wi 


spring the revival of spiritual religion, the 
higher and purer conscience, the increased de- 
yotion to Christ for which we are praying, 
and which prophet eyes can see already be- 
ginning to brighten the darkness of our mod- 
ern need. 


Communism 
(From page 438) 


so successfully by Communism, writes: “Lenin, 
like Christ, made human welfare the supreme 
value,” and Communism is “an order which 
has for its goal the highest, most intimate and 
most subtle integration of man with man as a 
teal brotherhood, of mankind based upon 
equality of freedom, that I am conscious of 
something splendid, heart-elevating and fruit- 
ful in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
and see there not an enemy but an ally of all 
that is best in the religions of the world.’”— 
Hewlett Johnson. 

In the same tone others have joined the 
large choir. One dedicates his writings with 
ardent words to Russian Communism and to 
the Government of the Soviet State. A second 
Makes curious statements about the positive 
character of Communism, gives reverence to 
the leaders of the regime, and admires their 
great “constructive idea.” A third, Wm. H. 
Melish, cannot do enough to praise the Com- 
munist regime and its ‘‘peaceful’’ intentions, 
the morality, freedom and justice of Commu- 
hism, etc., etc. Indeed, there seems literally 
to be no end to the childishness of which many 
modern Protestant clergymen are capable. Here 
One remembers Voltaire’s reply to Rousseau 
upon receipt of a book addressed to him. In 
it Rousseau attempted to show that the equality 
of all men can be reestablished by the elimi- 
nation of private property. Voltaire’s answer 
was brilliant: “Never has there been so much 
spirit expended in order that men may be 

ade beasts. When one reads your book he 
is overcome by the temptation to run on all 
fours.” Indeed, the sage of Ferney made an 
excellent prophecy. Even some Christian writ- 
rs could not resist the temptation to run on 
ll fours. 

One thing is quite clear. We confront to- 
ay, on the one side, a monstrous phenome- 
non, and on the other, Christian and human 
values. We cannot have both. Let me be quite 
tank here about so serious a question and 
nake my meaning blunt: In my country it 
vas possible to meet with such sayings and 
riews as those cited above only in a mental 
ospital. But it seems that elsewhere such 
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_ things so often are the common traffic of 
professional chairs and pulpits. 
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It is tragic that the destruction of Christian 
consciousness and the continuing darkening 
of the Christian mind of the West, should be 
ministered to by such a literature. As a result 
there has come about a situation in which an 
alien atmosphere today beclouds — academic 
classrooms, pulpits, youth organizations, Con- 
gregations and conferences. It is tragic that 
the destruction of Christian consciousness has 
gone so deep that it has changed the church 
into a curious theater: sickle and hammer are 
pressed into the hands of Christ for a crucifix; 
red flags have been seen on Christian altars: 
a new type of bishop and minister has changed 
the episcopal chair for the chairman’s chait 
of Soviet-English and Soviet-American friend. 
ship societies. Thus men who call themselve: 
Christian teachers have been in the service of 
a system that has created a hell for hundred: 
of millions and a power which is working tc 
send a best part of mankind into mass grave: 
in Russian ground. 

Now imagine what all that means at a time 
when trains full of arrested human beings are 
rolling endlessly and continually eastward tc 
the slave camps and prisons and mass grave: 
in Russia. The German prisoners of war if 
Russia hear so often human beings behinc 
barbed wire crying desperately: “Tell the 
world of our torments!” Imagine, what 1 
means to such people to learn that those wh 
call themselves Christians are often the lead 
ing spokesmen and promoters of the most hor 
rible inferno their lives have ever known. IL 
those things which have been holy in Chris 
tianity still have any value at all, then ther 
can be but one decision: all these hideou 
crimes organized in Communism cry ou 
against theologians and churchmen who hav 
been inflicted by Communism so deeply tha 
their hearts cannot any more be touched b 
the screams of its victims and by the stream 
of blood, as it is so hard for them to reacl 
any clarity as to what is wrong or what 1 
right, or to make a distinction between 
“constructive idea’ or a destructive one. 

In the face of such scandalous confusio: 
innumerable homeless Christians, unhappy me 
and women, who know how sweet were th 
precious gifts of liberty, humanity, and justice 
and how horrible is the fate of the nation 
under the yoke of Communism, have bee 
deeply depressed by the words of Protestan 
spokesmen who do not know what they ar 
talking about. Many refugees, I an evangelic: 
minister among them, have found spiritual suf 
port and comfort in the thought that ami 
the almost general chaos there is one churc 
which has recognized a monster for what 
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is, and has not, at the sickbed of suffering 
mankind, permitted such irresponsible utter- 
ances as those of Lieb, Barth, Johnson, Melish, 
and many others. An objective study which 
considers the facts and realities cannot conceal 
that the honor of making articulate its re- 
sponsibility for mankind in this perilous hour, 
and the distinction of having had the courage 
to raise its voice against the enemy, belongs 
to the Roman Catholic Church. Everyone who 
has seen with open eyes the things which are 
actually done by the Communists, feels deep 
gratitude for this Church’s assumption of rfe- 
sponsibility against injustice, terror and slav- 
ery, and for the protection of Christian values 
and of human rights. Such activity no longer 
serves the limited interests of the particular 
confession and church, but the cause of Christ 
in the world. Whenever such a voice sounds, 
regardless of the source, or the church organ- 
ization from which it comes, it is spoken with 
the force and the truth of God. Wherever the 
will of God is proclaimed as the supreme 
norm, there appears a message that is a rock 
of truth in the midst of a world full of irre- 
sponsible prattle. It appears as granite against 
which the powers of darkness hurl themselves, 
and upon which all who labor and are heavy 
laden may climb and find their rest. 
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